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This paper attempts to analyze and break down how the oasis
community views water, not only in terms of being a physical resource
but also as something that has developed into a socio-cultural construct
and how this has occurred in relation to Ferkla Oasis, located in the
Draa-Tafilalet area of Morocco. The community has changed the nature
of water from being completely natural, to becoming an item of
intangible cultural heritage. The intangible heritage created from water
has (generally) had three different social and cultural symbolic aspects;
those being traditional methods of managing water, rituals involving
water, and belief systems shared amongst the community regarding the
management of water, all of which resulted in the intangible cultural
heritage associated with water.
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In conducting the research, a qualitative approach to fieldwork was used
to gather primary data through semi-structured interviewing methods to
assist with identifying the research question. The focus of this
investigation is to identify implications associated with the transition of
water from physical resource to a symbolic entity using socio-cultural
and economically focused perspectives. The cultural framework
indicates that water is an integrated symbolic system for the Ferkla oasis
community; therefore, natural and social elements, sacred and
mundane, as well as, religious and ritual can be traced through the
integrated symbolic system of water. Water plays a key role as both an
important resource for sustaining life and a vital element of the Ferkla
oasis community's cultural identity, societal structure, and collective
memory.

Keywords : Ferkla Oasis, Local Development, Symbolic Water, Oasis
Imaginary.
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